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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after allowance, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 
(Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 
1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this 
application has been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

1 1/27/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a primed publication in litis or a foreign conntr\ or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1,5,7, 25, 27-29, and 32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wise et al, Patent #5,884,262. 

Regarding claims 1 and 25 Wise teaches a system and methodfor providing recorded 
announcements on a communications network(Fig.2) comprising: 
at least one central terminal(200 Fig.2 and 320 Fig.3) for routing communications on the 
communication network and in communication with the network, the at least one central terminal 
further comprising an announcement digital signal processor(260 Fig.2 and 361 Fig.3) wherein 
the announcement digital signal processor converts one or more digital packet files to voice 
signals(260 Fig.2, 361 Fig.3, col.7 lines 34-55, and col.8 lines 60-64); 
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an announcement service node(15 Fig.2 and 15 Fig.3) coupled to the at least one central terminal 
further comprising a data schema and an application server for accessing the data schema(18 
Fig.2 and 18 Fig.3), wherein the announcement service node provides access via subscription to 
an inventory of recorded announcement digital packet files on a per-use basis(col.3 lines 50-60; 
access inventory through internet which is a per-use subscription), 

wherein the application server is accessible by more than one central terminal coupled to the 
communications network(18 Fig.2 and Fig.3; computer network has a plurality of terminals), 
wherein said data schema comprises a storage mass for storing the plurality of recorded 
announcement digital packet files, the plurality of recorded announcement digital packet files 
including information for callers on the communications network(col.7 lines 10-65), and 
wherein a call from an individual is connected to the announcement digital signal processor at 
the at least one central terminal, with the announcement digital signal processor receiving an 
announcement digital packet file from the announcement service node while the call from the 
individual is connected to the at least one central terminal and converting the announcement 
digital packet file to a voice file so as to audibly convey information to the calling individual as 
the recorded announcement is played from the at least one central terminal during the call(col.7 
lines 34-65); and 

an SS7 network, wherein the at least one central terminal initiates queries to the announcement 
service node via the SS7 network(col.8 lines 37-43 and lines 60-64). 

Regarding claim 5, Wise teaches a system according to claim 1, wherein said central 
terminal comprises a central office of a telephone service network(200 Fig.2 is a central 'office' 
of a telephone network) 
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Regarding claim 7, Wise teaches a system according to claim 1, comprising a plurality of 
central offices of a telephone service provider coupled to the service node of the telephone 
service provider(Fig.2-3; plurality of central offices nationwide). 

Regarding claim 27, Wise teaches a method of providing recorded announcements to 
devices on a network according to claim 25, comprising identifying the user based on Dialed 
Number Identification Service (DNIS)(col.3 lines 9-19). 

Regarding claim 28, Wise teaches a method of providing recorded announcements to 
devices on a network according to claim 25, comprising identifying the user based on a code 
dialed by said user(col.3 lines 9-19). 

Regarding claim 29, Wise teaches a method of providing recorded announcements to 
devices on a network according to claim 25, comprising identifying the user based on Automatic 
Number Identification (ANI) (caller ID; col.3 lines 9-19). 

Regarding claim 32, Wise teaches a method of providing recorded announcements to 
devices on a network according to claim 25, comprising prioritizing a plurality of queries for 
recorded announcements from one or more central offices on the network; and 
providing a plurality of recorded announcements to said one or more central offices on the 
network (col.7 lines 34-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 2, 3 and 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wise et al, 
in view of Bouman-Amuah, Patent #6,438,594. 

Regarding claims 2, 3 and 6, Wise teaches the system according to claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, Wise does not expressly disclose wherein said storage mass 
comprises a relational database but does however disclose full text and ASCII databases which 
generally speaking are relational databases(col.7 lines 28-33). 

Bouman-Amuah discloses relational databases(col.51 lines 51-64). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Wise's databases to include the relational databases in Bouman-Amuah 
because relational databases were well-known to efficiently manage data as taught by Bouman- 
Amuah as with full text and ASCII databases as disclosed by Wise. 

Regarding claim 3, Wise does not expressly disclose wherein at least a portion of said 
stored recording announcements are in the form of Lightweight Directory Access Protocol. 

Bouman-Amuah discloses Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (col. 66 lines 45-67) 
and X.25 protocol (col. 89 lines 47-60). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/073 ,23 8 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Wise's protocols to include LDAP because LDAP were well-known and 
used to manage databases as taught by Bouman-Amuah. Wise further discloses other protocols 
maybe used (col.8 lines 30-36) 

Regarding claim 6, Wise does not expressly disclose wherein said central office initiates 
queries to said announcement service node in X.25 protocol. 

Bouman-Amuah discloses X.25 protocol (col. 89 lines 47-60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Wise's analog telephone network to include X.25 protocol as taught by 
Bouman-Amuah because X.25 protocol provided more efficient communication between 
telephone networks and packet networks as disclosed by Wise. 

Furthermore, It is noted that both Wise and Bouman-Amuah teach delivering service via a local 
interface and therefore the combination would have been further obvious. 

7. Claim 31 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wise et al., in 
view of Kredo et al., Patent #6,259,771. 

Regarding claim 31, Wise teaches a method of providing recorded announcements to 
devices on a network according to claim 25. 

Wise does not expressly disclose adding a recorded announcement to said centralized 
storage mass; and providing a translation to a switch on the network correlating to the added 
recorded announcement. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Kredo teaches adding a recorded announcement 
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to said centralized storage mass; and providing a translation to a switch on the network 
correlating to the added recorded announcement(col.l lines 53-61 and col.3 lines 51-56). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include changing and adding of recorded announcements as taught by Kredo in order for Wise 
to be more flexible and adaptable to ever changing announcements as disclosed by Kredo. 
Furthermore, It is noted that both Wise and Bouman-Amuah teach delivering service via a local 
interface and therefore the combination would have been further obvious. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph T. Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272-7544. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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